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7 CFR Ch. XVII (1–1–10 Edition) § 1710.116 

that the proposed useful lives are 
deemed appropriate by RUS. RUS 
Form 740c, Cost Estimates and Loan 
Budget for Electric Borrowers, sub-
mitted as part of the loan application 
must include, as a note, either a state-
ment certifying that at least 90 percent 
of the loan funds are for facilities that 
have a useful life of 33 years or longer, 
or a schedule showing the costs and 
useful life of those facilities with a use-
ful life of less than 33 years. If the use-
ful life determination proposed by the 
borrower is not deemed appropriate by 
RUS, RUS will base expected useful life 
on an independent evaluation, the 
manufacturer’s estimated useful-life or 
RUS experience with like-property, as 
applicable. Final maturities for loans 
for the implementation of programs for 
demand side management and energy 
resource conservation and on and off 
grid renewable energy sources not 
owned by the borrower will be deter-
mined by RUS. Due to the uncertainty 
of predictions over an extended period 
of time, RUS may add up to 2 years to 
the composite average useful life of the 
facilities in order to determine final 
maturity. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) The Administrator may approve a 

repayment period longer than the ex-
pected useful life of the facilities fi-
nanced, up to 35 years, if a longer final 
maturity is required to ensure repay-
ment of the loan and loan security is 
adequate. 

(e) The final maturity of a loan es-
tablished pursuant to the provisions of 
this section shall not be extended as a 
result of extending loan payments 
under section 12(a) of the RE Act. 

[58 FR 66265, Dec. 20, 1993, as amended at 60 
FR 3731, Jan. 19, 1995; 68 FR 54236, May 7, 
2003] 

§ 1710.116 [Reserved] 

§ 1710.117 Environmental consider-
ations. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with 7 CFR part 1794, which sets forth 
applicable requirements of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.); the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for Implementing 
the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 

CFR parts 1500–1508); and certain other 
statutes, regulations and orders. Bor-
rowers must also comply with any 
other applicable Federal or state envi-
ronmental laws and regulations. 

§ 1710.118 [Reserved] 

§ 1710.119 Loan processing priorities. 

(a) Generally loans are processed in 
chronological order based on the date 
the complete application is received in 
the Regional office. 

(b) The Administrator may give pri-
ority to processing loans that are re-
quired to meet the following needs: 

(1) To restore electric service fol-
lowing a major storm or other catas-
trophe; 

(2) To bring existing electric facili-
ties into compliance with any environ-
mental requirements imposed by Fed-
eral or state law that were not in effect 
at the time the facilities were origi-
nally constructed; 

(3) To finance the capital needs of 
borrowers that are the result of a 
merger, consolidation, or a transfer of 
a system substantially in its entirety, 
provided that the merger, consolida-
tion, or transfer has either been ap-
proved by RUS or does not need RUS 
approval pursuant to the borrower’s 
loan documents (See 7 CFR 1717.154); or 

(4) To correct serious safety prob-
lems, other than those resulting from 
borrower mismanagement or neg-
ligence. 

(c) The Administrator may also 
change the normal order of processing 
loan applications when it is necessary 
to ensure that all loan authority for 
the fiscal year is utilized. 

[57 FR 1053, Jan. 9, 1992, as amended at 61 FR 
66871, Dec. 19, 1996] 

§ 1710.120 Construction standards and 
contracting. 

Borrowers shall follow all RUS re-
quirements regarding construction 
work plans, construction standards, ap-
proved materials, construction and re-
lated contracts, inspection procedures, 
and bidding procedures. 

§ 1710.121 Insurance requirements. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with certain requirements with respect 
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Rural Utilities Service, USDA § 1710.151 

to insurance and fidelity coverage as 
set forth in 7 CFR part 1788. 

§ 1710.122 Equal opportunity and non-
discrimination. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with certain regulations on non-
discrimination in program services and 
benefits and on equal employment op-
portunity as set forth in RUS Bulletins 
20–15 and 20–19 or their successors; 7 
CFR parts 15 and 15b; and 45 CFR part 
90. 

§ 1710.123 Debarment and suspension. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with certain requirements on debar-
ment and suspension as set forth in 7 
CFR part 3017. 

§ 1710.124 Uniform Relocation Act. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with applicable provisions of 49 CFR 
part 24, which sets forth the require-
ments of the Uniform Relocation As-
sistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policy Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–646; 84 
Stat. 1894), as amended by the Uniform 
Relocation Act Amendments of 1987 
(Pub. L. 100–17; 101 Stat. 246–256) and 
the Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991. 

§ 1710.125 Restrictions on lobbying. 

Borrowers are required to comply 
with certain requirements with respect 
to restrictions on lobbying activities. 
See 7 CFR part 3018. 

§ 1710.126 Federal debt delinquency. 

(a) Prior to approval of a loan or ad-
vance of funds, a borrower must report 
to RUS whether or not it is delinquent 
on any Federal debt, such as Federal 
income tax obligations or a loan or 
loan guarantee from another Federal 
agency. If delinquent, the reasons for 
the delinquency must be explained, and 
RUS will take such explanation into 
consideration in deciding whether to 
approve the loan or advance of funds. 

(b) Applicants for a loan or loan 
guarantee must also certify that they 
have been informed of the collection 
options the Federal government may 
use to collect delinquent debt. 

§ 1710.127 Drug free workplace. 
Borrowers are required to comply 

with the Drug Free Workplace Act of 
1988 (Pub. L. 100–690, title V, subtitle D) 
and the Act’s implementing regula-
tions (7 CFR part 3017) when a borrower 
receives a Federal grant or enters into 
a procurement contract awarded pursu-
ant to the provisions of the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation (title 48 CFR) to 
sell to a Federal agency property or 
services having a value of $25,000 or 
more. 

§§ 1710.128–1710.149 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Basic Requirements 
for Loan Approval 

§ 1710.150 General. 
The RE Act and prudent lending 

practice require that the Adminis-
trator make certain findings before ap-
proving an electric loan or loan guar-
antee. The borrower shall provide the 
evidence determined by the Adminis-
trator to be necessary to make these 
findings. 

§ 1710.151 Required findings for all 
loans. 

(a) Area coverage. Adequate electric 
service will be made available to the 
widest practical number of rural users 
in the borrower’s service area during 
the life of the loan. See § 1710.103. 

(b) Feasibility. The loan is feasible 
and it will be repaid on time according 
to the terms of the mortgage, note, and 
loan contract. At any time after the 
original determination of feasibility, 
the Administrator may require the bor-
rower to demonstrate that the loan re-
mains feasible if there have been, or 
are anticipated to be, material changes 
in the borrower’s costs, loads, rates, 
rate disparity, revenues, or other rel-
evant factors from the time that feasi-
bility was originally determined. See 
§ 1710.112 and subpart G of this part. 

(c) Security. RUS will have a first lien 
on the borrower’s total system or other 
adequate security, and adequate finan-
cial and managerial controls will be in-
cluded in loan documents. See 
§ 1710.113. 

(d) Interim financing. For loans that 
include funds to replace interim fi-
nancing, there is satisfactory evidence 
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